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First  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Hefferston  Grange 
Hospital  Management  Committee 


COVERING  THE  YEAR  1949 

Administrative  Office 

Hefferston  Grange  Sanatorium, 
Weaverham,  nr.  Northwich, 
Cheshire. 

Telephone  :  Weaverham  9. 


HEFFERSTON  GRANGE  HOSPITAL  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE. 

as  at  31st  December,  1949. 

Chairman: 

Alderman  D.  PLINSTON,  J.P.,  188,  Padgate  Lane,  Warrington. 

Deputy  Chairman: 

Councillor  W.  P.  TAYLOR,  6,  Scott  Street,  Warrington. 

Members: 

Councillor  H.  G.  BRANDWOOD,  30,  Marsh  House  Lane,  Warrington. 
Councillor  H.  GRAY,  J.P.,  Sheer  Bank,  Stuart  Drive,  Stockton  Heath. 
Councillor  Mrs.  M.  HARDMAN,  9,  Roome  Street,  Warrington. 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  L.  HINDLE,  200,  Chester  Road,  Warrington. 

Mr.  ARCHER  HODGKINSON.  Broom  Cottage,  Appleton. 

Mr.  JAMES  PHOENIX,  23,  Beechwood  Avenue,  Warrington. 

Mrs,  J.  B.  ROBERTSON,  J.P.,  Heathfield,  Alexandra  Road,  Grappenhall. 

Mr.  E.  W.  TWISS,  MPS.,  Sunny  Bank,  Hunts  Lane,  Grappenhall. 

Dr.  ERIC  H.  MOORE,  Health  Department,  Sankey  Street,  Warrington. 

Secretary/Finance  Officer: 

LESLIE  A.  JONES 

FINANCE  &  GENERAL  PURPOSES  SUB-COMMITTEE 

Chairman: 

Alderman  D.  PLINSTON,  J.P. 

Members: 

Councillor  H.  GRAY,  J.P.  Mr.  ARCHER  HODGKINSON. 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  HARDMAN.  Councillor  W.  P.  TAYLOR. 

Mr.  E.  W.  TWISS,  MPS. 
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HEFFERSTON  GRANGE  HOSPITAL  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEE. 

Seated  (L.  to  R.).  Councillor  Mrs.  A.  L.  Hindle  Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Hardman.  Alderman  D.  Plinston  (Chairman), 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Robertson,  Councillor  W.  P.  Taylor  (Deputy  Chairman).  Standing  (L.  to  R.). —  L.  A.  Jones  (Secretary). 
Councillor  H.  G.  Brandwood,  Dr.  E.  H.  Moore,  Mr,  E.  W.  Twiss  and  Mr.  J.  Phoenix.  Inset,  Mr.  A.  Hodgkinson. 


Hefferston  Grange 


Period  for  which  the  Members  of  the  Committee  are  appointed 


Period  ending  31st  March,  1951  — 

Chairman:  Alderman  D.  Plinston,  J.P. 

Period  ending  31st  March,  1951  — 

Councillor  H.  G.  Brandwood 
Councillor  H.  Gray,  J.P. 

Councillor  Mrs.  A.  L.  Hindle 
Mr.  E.  W.  Twiss,  MPS. 


Period  ending  31st  March,  1950  — 

Councillor  Mrs.  M.  Hardman 
Mr.  Archer  Hodgkinson 
Councillor  W.  P.  Taylor 

Period  ending  31st  March,  1952  — 

Dr.  Eric  H.  Moore 
Mr.  James  Phoenix 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Roberston,  J.P. 


HEFFERSTON  GRANGE  SANATORIUM 


Medical  Superintendent 

Officers: 

A.  B.  COLOHAN,  M.B., 

Ch.B. 

Matron  . 

Mrs.  DOROTHY  LEE 

Visiting  Thoracic  Surgeon  ... 

...  ...  ... 

Mr.  GRAHAM  BRYCE 

Chaplains  . 

Rev.  A.  V.  ATKINSON 

Radiographer  . 

Rev.  Father  F.  WALSH 
Rev.  HAROLD  OGDEN 
Mrs.  M.  D.  METCALFE, 

MSR. 

5 


HEFFERSTON  GRANGE  —  AN  HISTORICAL  NOTE. 

The  original  Hcfferston  Grange,  or  Heller  Stone  Farm,  appears  in  the  Doomsday  Survey.  For  many  centuries 
it  was  part  of  the  domain  of  the  Abbey  of  Vale  Royal,  but  upon  the  dissolution  of  the  Abbey  it  passed  eventually 
to  a  Matthew  Henry  (a  noted  ecclesiastic).  His  son,  Phillip  Henry,  was  responsible  for  the  extensions  to  the  original 
house,  but  for  some  obscure  reason  he  took  his  wife’s  name  of  Warburton,  and  the  crest  and  the  date  1741  are  still 
clearly  visible  on  the  lead  gutter  heads  round  the  house. 

The  estate  had  a  series  of  private  owners  following  the  Warburtons,  and  it  was  purchased  by  the  Corporation 
of  Warrington  in  1919. 

HEFFERSTON  GRANGE  SANATORIUM. 

Was  opened  on  25th  August,  1921  as  the  Warrington  Sanatorium  for  the  accommodation  of  eighty  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  and  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  our  present  Chairman  seconded  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Mayor  of  Warrington  on  that  occasion. 

During  1939/41,  six  EMS  Hutments  and  a  combined  Theatre  and  X-Ray  Block  were  built  for  emergency 
hospital  purposes,  this  increased  the  bed  accommodation  to  166.  Upon  the  passing  of  the  National  Health  Ser¬ 
vice  Act,  1946,  which  came  into  force  as  from  5th  July,  1948,  the  Sanatorium  came  within  the  area  covered  by  the 
Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  a  Management  Committee  was  set  up  to  administer  the  Sanatorium. 
The  first  meeting  of  the  Management  Committee  was  held  on  21st  June,  1948.  The  Sanatorium  was  administered 
by  the  Warrington  Corporation  for  the  Management  Committee  on  an  agency  basis  until  the  31st  March,  1949.  The 
Management  Committee’s  administration  being  set  up  at  the  Sanatorium  with  effect  from  1st  April,  1949. 

Hefferston  Grange  is  in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  about  eleven  miles  south  of  Warrington  and  four  miles  west 
of  Northwich,  and  is  the  centre  of  an  estate  of  some  ninety-nine  acres. 
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REVIEW  OF  THE  YEAR  1949. 


The  intensive  search  by  Mass  Radiography  units  for  early  signs  of  Tuberculosis  has  continued  to  reveal  needs 
which  were  previously  unknown,  thereby  creating  much  greater  demands  for  Sanatorium  treatment.  There  are  at 
present  11,000  patients  in  England  and  Wales  waiting  to  be  admitted  to  Sanatoria.  It  is  encouraging  to  know  that 
deaths  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  year  ended  March,  1949  —  according  to  the  latest  annual  report  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  —  were  at  the  record  low  rate  of  505  per  million.  Early  Sanatorium  treatment  is  essential  to 
further  reduce  that  rate,  yet  there  are  thousands  of  vacant  beds  which  cannot  be  occupied  owing  to  the  shortage 
of  nursing  staff. 

Hefferston  Grange  has  bed  accommodation  for  eighty  more  patients  and  every  effort  is  being  made  to  obtain 
the  nurses  necessary  to  reduce  the  waiting  list  of  patients  The  Management  Committee  are  providing  all  that  can 
be  obtained  for  the  welfare  and  comfort  of  the  patients  and  staff,  and  during  the  year  steady  progress  has  been  made 
in  increasing  the  amenities  of  the  Sanatorium.  Electrically  heated  food  trollies  and  up-to-date  sanitary  appliances 
have  been  provided  and  are  much  appreciated.  A  well  equipped  concert  hall  and  stage  has  enabled  excellent  enter¬ 
tainments  to  be  given  frequently  by  parties  from  the  surrounding  districts,  to  whom  the  patients,  staff  and 
Committee  are  very  grateful.  By  the  generosity  of  private  donors,  a  complete  internal  relay  system  has  been  in¬ 
stalled  which  enables  all  patients  to  hear  the  B.B.C.  programmes  and  our  own  concerts  by  means  of  head  phones  or 
loud  speakers,  as  desired. 

Further  welfare  schemes  in.  hand  include  the  provision  of  additional  duty  room  accommodation,  better  light¬ 
ing,  the  re-equipment  of  the  laundry  and  improvements  to  staff  quarters. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT  —  DR.  A.  B.  COLOHAN. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  is  an  infectious  disease  and  consequently  Sanatorium  treatment  is  an  important  stage 
in  the  cure,  and  in  spite  of  the  marked  advance  in  major  surgery  and  the  introduction  of  Chemotherapy,  Sanatorium 
regime  is  still  considered  necessary  for  the  building  up  of  general  resistance. 

In  this  Sanatorium  mixed  types  of  cases  have  been  admitted  —  early,  moderate  and  advanced.  All  the 
necessary  types  of  active  treatment  are  performed  and  in  February,  1949  the  services  of  the  Thoracic  Surgeon,  Mr. 
Graham  Bryce,  were  made  available. 

It  is  now  possible  to  perform  all  the  necessary  adjuncts  to  active  treatment  in  minor  Thoracic  Surgery,  and 
we  have  a  very  good  operating  theatre  where  all  minor  surgery  is  performed.  This  Theatre  with  X-Ray  and  Screen¬ 
ing  facilities  nearby,  could  be  utilised  for  Major  Thoracic  Surgery,  when  more  trained  nursing  staff  are  available. 

Most  patients  have  taken  an  active  interest  in  their  Patients’  Committee  and  those  who  have  been  fit  have 
performed  magnificent  work  in  helping  their  fellow  patients.  A  system  of  voluntary  help  has  been  undertaken  by 
those  patients  so  graded,  which  has  been  a  definite  advantage  to  bed  patients,  and  at  the  same  time  aided  the  Staff 
by  releasing  them  for  other  important  duties. 

In  reflecting  back  over  1949,  there  has  been  a  marked  improvement  in  our  services.  In  May  we  obtained  the 
services  of  a  part-time  Radiographer.  New  instruments  and  equipment  have  been  much  appreciated  and  it  is  my 
hope  that  continued  progress  will  be  maintained  and  the  Sanatorium  will  extend  its  facilities  and  do  more  and  even 
better  work  in  the  future. 
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One  of  the  Blocks 


Nursing  Staff  —  Christmas  Day,  1949 


The  following  is  a  Statistical  survey  of  1949: — 


Patients  in  on  31st  December,  1948 
Admitted  during  the  year 


Discharged,  Transferred  and  Died  . 

Patients  remaining  on  31.12.49  ... 

Admissions. 

Total  admissions  during  1949  . 

Composed  of  . 

Admitted  from  . 

Through  the  ...  Manchester  Region  ... 
Discharges,  Transfers  and  Deaths. 

Total  discharges,  etc.,  during  1949  . 

Composed  of 

Discharged  . 

Deaths  ...  7  Composed  of  . 

Duration  of  Stay. 

Total  days  stay  all  patients  discharged,  etc.  in  1949 
Highest  duration  of  stay  in  1949  ... 

Lowest  duration  of  stay  in  1949  ... 

Average  duration  of  stay  in  1949 

In-patient  Maintenance. 

Total  in-patient  days  during  1949  . 

Average  daily  number  of  beds  occupied . 

Highest  number  (17th  January,  1949)  . 

Lowest  number  (1st  February,  1949) . 
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Male 

Female 

Total 

43 

32 

75 

66 

47 

113 

— 

— 

— 

109 

79 

188 

59 

47 

106 

— 

— 

— 

50 

32 

82 

113 

.  66  Male  ...  47  Female 

Home  96  ...  Other  Hospitals  17 

56  Liverpool  Region  ...  ...  57 

.  106 

59  Male  ...  47  Female 
Home  83  ...  Other  Hospitals  16  ...  Died  7 
.  4  Male  ...  3  Female 

...  29624  days 
2020  days 

.  ...  ...  8  days 

.  .  ...  270  days 

.  29168  days 

.  80  (Actual  79.91) 

.  ...  83  beds 

.  68  beds 


Surgical  Operations  carried  out  in  1949  were  81 

Composed  of  45  Adhesions  and  36  Phrenic  Crushes. 

Radiological  Examinations  during  1949  totalled  369. 

Pathological  Examinations  during  1949  totalled  1386 
Composed  of  402  Sputum  and  984  Blood. 

May  I  conclude  by  recording  my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing  interest  and  help  of  the  Chair¬ 
man  and  Members  of  the  Management  Committee  in  the  work  of  the  Sanatorium,  and  also  to  the  Matron  and 
Secretary  for  their  continued  co-operation. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MATRON  —  MRS.  D.  LEE. 

I  feel  that  the  year  1949  has  been  one  of  definite  progress  at  the  Sanatorium.  The  improvements  carried  out 
have  been  beneficial  to  patients  and  staff  and  the  new  equipment  supplied  has  helped  towards  the  smoother  and 
easier  running  of  the  Sanatorium. 

In  common  with  all  Sanatoria,  we  have  had  staff  difficulties  during  the  year,  but  this  has  not  entailed  the 
closing  down  of  any  beds*  and  we  hope  to  extend  the  bed  accommodation  in  the  near  future. 

The  Sanatorium  is  a  Training  School  under  the  auspices  of  the  British  Tuberculosis  Association,  and  it  pleasing 
to  record  that  in  1949  we  had  100%  successes  in  the  examinations. 

May  I  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Management  Committee,  also  to  the  Medical 
Superintendent  and  Secretary  for  their  assistance  and  help  during  the  year. 

STAFF. 

The  Chairman  and  Membersi  of  the  Management  Committee  would  like  to  place  on  record  their  appreciation  of 
the  Medical  Superintendent,  Matron,  Secretary  and  Staff,  particularly  during  the  difficult  time  of  the  transition 
period. 

David  Plinston,  Chairman. 

Leslie  A.  Jones,  Secretary. 

For  the  Hefferston  Grange  Hospital 
Management  Committee. 
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